[Pneumococcal vaccine].
Streptococcus pneumoniae is a common cause of morbidity and mortality in children, immunodeficient individuals and elderly people. As antibiotic resistant strains become more prevalent, pneumococcal infections will become more difficult to manage. Pneumococcal vaccination is inexpensive, and serious side effects are rare. However, the efficacy and safety of the vaccine have been questioned, and the use of vaccination is limited. This article discusses factors to be considered when assessing the indications for pneumococcal vaccination. Immunisation together with a strict policy on the use of antibiotics are our most efficient means for preventing pneumococcal disease and spread of antibiotic resistant strains. Norwegian physicians are encouraged to use pneumococcal vaccine according to the present indications.